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In spite of the month of February being designated as Black History Month, few students, regardless

of race, leave school with an understanding of the depth and breadth of Black experience in

America. Black History in the Pages of Children's Literature presents Black history contextualized in

chapters that provide both an introduction to historical periods and an annotated bibliography of

outstanding children's literature that can be used to introduce and teach the history of each period.

These children's books provide stories and information that can help students develop deeper

understandings of the distinct history of African Americans within the encompassing history of

America.Author Rose Casement provides a complete historical timeframe from pre-colonization to

the present, with chapters specifically covering the colonization of North America, the years of

slavery, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the role African Americans played in westward

expansion, the Jim Crow years, and contemporary stories that depict the present. Accompanying

each chapter's bibliography are notations as to the recommended grade levels for the books

presented. A glossary of terms and an index are also provided for clarification and easy access to

specific areas of study. Teachers, parents, librarians, and administrators who want to gain a greater

understanding of Black history will find this book to be a good resource.
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This meticulous and thoughtful volume offers a capable overview of this key American history....a



scrupulous and well-considered volume that's useful as a resource and as a thought-provoking

exploration of history for young people. (The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, February

2008)Putting this eminently accessible book into the hands of teachers should greatly increase the

use of accurate books about African Americans and help to identify and pass on a more truthful

historical picture than most of us were given in school. (School Library Journal, 4/1/2008)This

educational resource provides an introduction to historical periods and an annotated bibliography of

children's literature that would be useful for teaching topics in Black history to a youthful audience.

(Unitarian Universalist Association Of Congregations)This interface between history and literature

will help teachers to present U.S. history from the African American perspective, and initiate

classroom discussions about race and social justice in current U.S. society. Recommended.

(CHOICE)

Rose Casement is associate dean of education at the University of Michigan-Flint.
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